Thank you everybody for coming here today.

First of all, I would like to thank Trustee Maria Rodrigues who is one of the few trustees opposing school closures. Thank you, Maria, for supporting us.

We would like to present 2000 thousands signatures under a petition to freeze school closures. They are from all over the city.

We hope all the trusttees will know that we as voters, we as taxpayers do not support closing schools. It's our money, our tax dollars that paid for the schools. We cannot agree to sell eight schools this year to build  two new ones.

This is NOT what provincial government and the Board of Trustees should be doing.

A few blocks from here, at Yonge & Finch there was Edithvale Elementary School that was closed 25 years ago. Later the school was sold to the city, and a community centre is being built there now. Looks like a good outcome for the community, but wouldn't it be better to have both  - an elementary school and all the popular after-school programs in it? That's what they call a full-service school, and they say they want it in every community. Are they actually doing what it takes to have full-service schools in the city?

 Now this area is in desperate need of school space. We can see the signs saying that 'Toronto District School Board  makes every effort to accomodate students at local schools...' They can't do it, they can't find enough space for our kids today because   they failed to predict that the city's population is going to grow. 

Tonight they are doing the same thing again – they think they don't need the space, they think they have the right to sell it, without thinking about the needs of the communities tomorrow. 

Do they have the right to do it?

We don't want the board to sell schools!

